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CONFIDENTIAL PONTA DELGADA 054 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: OVIP (VANCE, CYRUS), PO, US 

SUB J : SECRETARY VANCE’S STOP IN THE AZORES 

1 . DURING SECRETARY VANCE’S REFUELING STOP AT LAJES 
AB ON FEBRUARY 15, 1977, REPRESENTATIVES OF THE CENTRAL 
AND REGIONAL GOVERNMENT BOARDED THE PLANE TO GREET 
AND TALK WITH THE SECRETARY. PARTICIPANTS IN THE 
CONVERSATION INCLUDED: THE SECRETARY, GENERAL 
FIGUEIREDO, AMB COELHO (CHIEF OF PROTOCOL), MOTA 
AMARAL, MONJARDINO, BRIG SILVA, MR. HABIB, GEN WIGLEY, 

AND MYSELF. GEN FIGUEIREDO, WHO SAT NEXT TO THE 
SECRETARY, OPENED THE CONVERSATION WITH A SHORT 
WELCOMING SPEECH IN PORTUGUESE, TRANSLATED BY BRIG 
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SILVA. ENGLISH DOMINATED THE REMAINDER OF THE CON- 
VERSATION. 
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2. ALL PARTIES PARTICIPATED IN THE CONVERSATION, THE 
BULK OF WHICH CONSISTED OF PLEASANTRIES AND BASIC 
QUESTIONS AND BRIEF COMMENTS CONCERNING THE AZORES: 
E.G., ECONOMIC BASE BEING AGRICULTURE, ESPECIALLY 
DAIRYING, AND THE FACT THAT THE AZORES EXPORTS 
MEAT AND MILK PRODUCTS TO THE MAINLAND; POTENTIAL 
FOR DEVELOPMENT OF FISHING INDUSTRY; THE UNIVERSITY 
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OF THE AZORES, TRANSPORTATION, GEOTHERMAL ENERGY, 
PORTS, ETC. AT ONE POINT MOTA AMARAL REFERRED TO 
THE AZOREANS' CONSTITUTIONAL GUARANTEES, INCLUDING 
REPRESENTATION IN FOREIGN AFFAIRS AFFECTING THE 
AZORES; SPECIFICALLY TO THE UPCOMING BASE NEGOTIATIONS. 
HE FURTHER STATED THAT THE CENTRAL AND REGIONAL 
GOVERNMENTS WERE WORKING TOGETHER IN PREPARING FOR 
THE DISCUSSIONS AND THAT OF COURSE THE CENTRAL GOVERN- 
MENT WOULD HAVE PRIMARY RESPONSIBILITY. THERE WERE 
NO PROBES OR HINTS OF EXPECTATIONS CONCERNING THE 
TALKS. 
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3. WHEN QUERIED ON WHEN HE MIGHT NEXT VISIT THE AZORES, 
THE SECRETARY STATED THEY WOULD AGAIN REFUEL AT LAJES 
ON THE RETURN TRIP "ONE WEEK FROM TODAY." 

4. DESPITE GENERAL WIGLEY ADVISING THE PORTUGUESE 
DIGNITARIES THAT THE SECRETARY WOULD RECEIVE THEM 
ON BOARD THE AIRCRAFT FOR A "BRIEF" PERIOD, THE 
MEETING LASTED ABOUT ONE HOUR BUT WENT EXTREMELY 
WELL. IN FACT, AS WE DEPARTED THE AIRCRAFT THE 

THE GENERAL PRIVATELY EXPRESSED REGRETS TO THE 
SECRETARY FOR OUR HAVING TAKEN SO MUCH TIME, TO WHICH 
THE SECRETARY ASSURED HIM NO PROBLEM AND THAT HE HAD 
ENJOYED IT VERY MUCH. FLYNN 
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